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Leopold gave him the title of king of Prussia
(1701). He was elected prince of Neuchatel,
1707. See Turtle's History of Prussia, and
Henderson's Short History of Germany.

Frederick II. (1712-86) king of Prussia,
called 'the Great/ was born in Berlin; suc-
ceeded his father, Frederick William r., in 1740.
Frederick revived an obsolete claim to part of
Silesia, invaded the province, and defeated the
Austrian army at Mollwitz, April 10, 1741,
and Chotusitz, May 17, 1742. Austria, how-
ever, gained such conspicuous successes in the
next two years that Frederick renewed his
alliance with France, and re-entered the war
in August, 1744, by invading Bohemia. His

Frederick the Great.

intervention forced the Austrian army to
evacuate Alsace, but Frederick himself was
driven from Bohemia, and in the next year was
compelled to resist an invasion of Silesia. This
he succeeded in doing by a great victory at
Hohenfriedberg (June 5, 1745); and following
the Austrians to Bohemia, he again defeated
them, at Sohr (September 20). Finally, by a
successful attack upon Saxony, the ally of
Austria, he was able to effect the cession of
Silesia by the treaty of Dresden, December 25.
In 1756, when Austria found allies in France
and Russia, Frederick threw down the glove
by invading Saxony, and thus commenced the
famous Seven Years' War. His forces were
decimated in fearful battles, but when the

outlook was almost hopeless he was saved by
the death of Elizabeth of Russia, and by the
exhaustion of France. Austria alone was pow-
erless to overcome Frederick, and the treaty
of Hubertsburg in 1763 allowed the Prussian
king to retain his dominions intact. During
the years of peace that followed, Frederick
devoted himself to the work of domestic gov-
ernment. His greatest achievement in this
period was the dexterous if unprincipled man-
agement of the first partition of Poland, 1772,
by which he acquired West Prussia. Frederick
appreciated the greatness of Washington dur-
ing the American Revolutionary War, and was
one of the first rulers to conclude a commercial
treaty with the United States. See Carlyle's
History of Frederick II. (1858-65); Longman's
Frederick the Great and the Seven Years' War
(1881); and Reddaway's Frederick the Grea\
(1904).
Frederick III. (1831-88), German emperor,
was born at Potsdam, the only son of Emperoi
William L, and the husband of Victoria, Prhv
cess Royal of England, whom he married in
1858. As crown prince he took up an inde-
pendent line in political matters, and opposed
Bismarck's policy on various occasions. In
the war with Austria, 1866, he commanded
the second army of 115,000 men, and on the
outbreak of the Franco-German War of 1870-1,
the crown prince commanded 200,000 men.
In 1878, during the illness of the Emperor
William, he acted as provisional regent; and,
on the death of his father, in March, 1888, he
became emperor as Frederick nr., but three
months later died from a disease of the throat.
Frederick V. (1596-1632), Elector Palatine;
succeeded his father in 1610, and married
Elizabeth, daughter of James I. of England,
in 1613. When, in 1618, the Bohemians de-
posed the Emperor Ferdinand n., and chose
Frederick as their king, a struggle, half political
and half religious, began in Bohemia. Driven
from Bohemia after his defeat at White Hill,
1620, Frederick found that the Palatinate was
overrun by the Imperialists, and given to
Maximilian of Bavaria, and Frederick was an
exile for the rest of his life.
Frederick, seven kings of Den mark, of
whom the following deserve notice. FRED-
ERICK in. (1609-70), second son of Christian
IV., succeeded his father in 1648; engaged in
two ruinous wars with Sweden, 1658, which
cost Denmark all' her possessions in the Scan-
dinaviaa peninsula. FREDERICK rv. (1671-
1730), son of Christian v., whom he succeeded
in 1699. He rebuilt Copenhagen, and relieved
the wretched condition of the peasantry.-^